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September 9, 2011

Dr. Steven Chu, Secretary
Department of Energy

1000 Independence Ave. SW
Washington DC 20585

Re: Comments of Atlantic Grid Development, LLC on Delegation to FERC of
National Interest Electric Transmission Corridors Designations

Dear Secretary Chu:

| am writing to you on behalf of Atlantic Grid Development, LLC (AGD), the developer of the
Atlantic Wind Connection (AWC) project, to offer these comments in support of the proposed
delegation by the Department of Energy (DOE) of its responsibility to designate national interest electric
transmission corridors (NIETCs) under EPAct 2005 to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).
As proposed, the delegation would allow FERC to: (1) conduct congestion studies; (2) consider
applications from individual project developers to designate particular corridors; and (3) conduct siting
proceedings for proposed NIETC projects concurrently with any state siting proceedings.

AGD believes that the proposed delegation of authority together with FERC's existing backstop
siting authority under EPAct 2005 will result in a more efficient process for the timely development and
siting of electric transmission facilities, like the AWC project, that will help relieve congestion in the most
congested transmission corridors in the United States.

As you know, the AWC project is the first offshore backbone electrical transmission system
proposed in the United States. The project will enable up to 7,000 megawatts (MW) of offshore wind
turbine capacity to be integrated into the regional high-voltage grid in a cost-effective manner. This
advanced technology high-voltage direct-current, subsea backbone transmission system would be
constructed off the coasts of New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. The AWC project
will increase reliability and reduce transmission congestion in the heavily congested corridor between
Virginia and the metropolitan New Jersey/New York City area.

In light of FERC’s expertise in addressing electric transmission-related issues and its existing
transmission siting authority under EPAct 2005, AGD believes that delegating to FERC the authority to
designate NIETCs will better enable the timely development of transmission facilities that, among other
benefits, help reduce congestion and provide for a more robust interstate electric transmission grid.
Placing federal siting authority and NIETC designation authority in a single agency, which has been siting
energy infrastructure for decades, will result in a more efficient process for federal siting of transmission
facilities. This is especially true for projects that are regional in nature and/or located in highly
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congested areas. We understand from the proposed delegation that FERC will continue the
Department’s practice of closely coordinating with states to ensure that they provide input with respect
to affected state interests. Accordingly, the proposed delegation will only enhance the interests of all
affected parties and we urge you to move forward as soon as practicable.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Mitchell

CEO, Atlantic Grid Development, LLC
4445 Willard Avenue, Ste. 1050

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

240-396-0342
rmitchell@atlanticwindconnection.com
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