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September 9, 2011 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
The Honorable Steven Chu 
Secretary of Energy 
Forrestal Building 
1000 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20585-1000 
 
Dear Secretary Chu: 
 

The Detroit Edison Company submits these comments in response to the Department of 
Energy’s request for comments by September 9, 2011 regarding the proposal by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) and others related to the possible delegation to FERC 
of the Department of Energy’s responsibility to conduct transmission congestion studies and 
designate National Interest Electric Transmission Corridors. This authority was previously 
granted to the Department of Energy by the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (“EPAct 2005”). 
 

As a transmission-dependent utility, Detroit Edison is keenly sensitive to matters related 
to transmission siting.  Detroit Edison believes that discussion regarding a possible delegation of 
authority has been rushed without full consideration of the implications of such a delegation. The 
haste to delegate this authority provides Detroit Edison with little confidence in the prudence of 
the proposal and its policy consequences.  
 

The “Transmission Siting Narrative” authored by FERC Staff and posted to the 
Department of Energy’s Electric Transmission Congestion website explains why FERC Staff 
believes a delegation of authority is warranted.  It would be useful to know if Department of 
Energy Staff agrees with FERC Staff in concluding that the nation would be better served 
through such a delegation of authority.  In industry discussions regarding the proposed 
delegation, some have spoken to Congress’ intent in creating a separation of authority when 
enacting Section 1241 of EPAct 2005. Detroit Edison feels that it would also be useful to know if 
Congress itself has an opinion as to whether or not such a delegation of authority is in the 
national interest. 
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 In closing, if the Secretary intends to consider such a delegation, Detroit Edison 
respectfully requests that a formal notice and comment period be assigned in which the Secretary 
would issue a public notice of the proposed delegation of authority (and the basis for that 
delegation) in the Federal Register that solicits public comment, provides sufficient time for the 
public to consider and frame comments, and provides an explanation justifying any resulting 
delegation order. 
 
 Detroit Edison appreciates the opportunity to submit these comments for your 
consideration.  Please contact the undersigned should you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
 
       Very truly yours, 
 

On behalf of The Detroit Edison Company 
 
 
       /s/ Brian C. Drumm 
       Brian C. Drumm 
       Expert Attorney 


